ISI|PISUAYMN
l‘l

YOUR NEXT AGTIONS
FOR MY RIGHTS IN CAMBODIA







553?5?51 Contents 237

BNU IMUSIENME MITAIEEBSMSTIMLHNUHSIR
Laws, Policies, and Resource Allocation

= e

mumiasivysisHsmafiao§aw

[

Four General Principles of The CRC

aa

08 Shiaimnmnuigivasnm
Civil Rights and Freedoms

SivnIORYI
Violence Against Children

©8sgumsmuaisimywFans Ssmitssitge
Family Environment and Alternative Care

gnvmsimimo
Children With Disabilities

auemn ShasemumnauALI
Health and Welfare

HUT uREMOAYNS Shiyniaimsays
Education, Leisure, and Cultural Activities
ABMIMIN T UARD 31
Special Protection



- ol

RIS RNR FBHBEMNTB IR ViRis R HED
Key Dates

WIS URAY M SF U

R USIOHS M 00 §AWI

(3} 1

Cambodia joined the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
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Cambodian Government submitted
three periodic reports on the child rights implementation
to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC Committee)
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Cambodian children developed and
submitted their own reports three times to the CRC

Committee on the child rights situation in Cambodia.
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What is this booklet about

Cambodia has agreed to protect, respect, and fulfill the rights of all children as listed
under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which is an international agreement.
The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child is a group of experts that help countries to
carry out their duties for children. From time to time, the Committee reviews the situation of
children's rights in Cambodia and provides recommendations to the government through what
are called Concluding Observations. Cambodian children have played an important role in
providing information to the Committee and in working with the government to implement the
recommendations.

In this booklet, we give you a very brief summary of the recommendations provided by
the Committee to Cambodia in June 2022. We invite you to join us in helping Cambodia to take

their next actions for children's rights!
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KEY REGOMMENDATIONS FROM THE

UN COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD TO
THE ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF CAMBODIA IN 2022

1. Make laws, plans, and programs (such as a child protection law) to protect and

e

support children all over the country, and provide enough money to put

s these laws and programs into action so that all children can benefit.
2. Inform all parents, teachers, health and social T
workers, judges, lawyers, police, and others about i
children’s rights and what can they do to make children’s right real.

3. Make sure children of all backgrounds and identities

can get public services, such as education and health, and check if

this is really happening. Inform and teach everyone that all children,

including girls, have equal rights. 6

4. Make campaigns on road safety, @
and do more to prevent traffic accidents. BEveLomatas A

5. Make sure that children’s voices are heard in
decisions that affect their lives, such as during an adoption process
or in plans made that affect them in families, communities, and schools.

6. Make sure every child has their birth certificate and
identity documents by improving the electronic registration
system, and by prohibiting fees.

7. Make sure that all children can express themselves
freely at home, in the communities, in schools, in public
S institutions, and on social media.

8. Support children to make their own organizations,

clubs, and initiatives and to take part in public gatherings.

9. Develop rules to protect children’s rights, their

privacy, and their safety online on the

internet, and support children, parents, teachers, and

social workers to use the internet in a safe and respectful way.

PROTECTION
OF PRIVACY

10. Do not allow anyone to punish children using violence at home,
in communities, and in schools. Support positive parenting. Provide one helpline that

is free and open all the time, and help children to know how to use this line.



11. Make sure that children who are locked in a facility like prisons
do not face violence and are able to secretly share their concerns about
el the way they are treated to someone outside.

DETENTION

12. Tell everyone about why child and forced marriage
is harmful, and do more to stop people from doing this.

t)] 13. Allow children to stay in alternative care

in their communities when their families are not able to care
for them, such as with close relatives or with another family
who can take good care of them.

KEEPING FAMILIES
TOGETHER

21
14. Make sure all adoption is done following the law, 6
and prevent children from being sold through adoption. Gather
information about suitable families who can adopt in the country. ARERDOHTED

23
o 15. Tell everyone about the rights of children
with disabilities, and make sure these children do not
S face any violence or unfair treatment.

16. Make programs to support the mental health of children, provide

them education about their sexual and reproductive health

and about the environment and climate change in schools, and consider children’s
needs, concerns, and views when making plans and taking action

to protect the environment.

17. Prevent children from getting alcohol, drugs, and
tobacco, and provide treatment programs for
children who need it.

18. Make sure that children must get free education

for at least 9 years and that the education environment
is safe. Make sure there are enough teachers in remote
schools and that children who left school are supported to return to school.

ACCESS TO
EDUCATION

19. Allow children to rest and play by
providing different activities and programs, such
BTk as sports and art. Make safe playground spaces.

20. Make sure children from smaller and traditional
groups are all treated equally with other children and that

they can get public services. I AND
34 21. Protect children from abuse,
h and do not allow them to work in
PROTECTION FROM || PROTECTION FROM M PREVENTION CHILDREN IN CHILDREN WHO COI"IStI"UCtiOn, briCkmaking’ and Other
HARMFUL WORK SEXUAL ABUSE ?:E’F}EK‘I:S DETENTION BREAK THE LAW dangerous jObS_ Provide Support for

children on the streets and children who are harmed or is taken away. Make new courts and methods
for the police, lawyers, and judges so that can really help children to get justice.






G o
T HRENESE BESRRBES M
BENBIZHBRS ERRBREENTNES
MINF IS CEeNeSSMMIBIBHRSH

Recommendation on Laws, Policies, and Resource Allocation




HE MR E S N6 NIBHUIS UAYRIRT The UNCRC Committee recommends the
Cambodian Government to:
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Making Rights Real

8ns Laws
. UIBSMIHGIRENUIZUMSENUIUMB R AL UIRasNURNREMIMInwIg)
MSHMV 1N WHSBIH SAV{AMS

* Ensure that the implementation of current laws follow the requirements of the CRC,
and speed up the approval of a child protection law that is complete and has enough
resources for implementation.
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» Strengthen the knowledge of the courts, prosecutors, and lawyers on the applicability of

the CRC in court proceedings.

imusianmes Policy
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* Develop and implement a policy on children with full participation of children and

civil society.

M BUAEQ Coordination
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(a)

« Strengthen the authority and resources for the function and coordination roles of

the institutions for children at national, provincial, district, and Commune levels.
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* Increase financial and human resources for all child related programs, particularly
the rights of girls, poor children, children with disabilities, and others, and allow

children and civil society to participate in monitoring and budgeting.
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» Combat corruption and strengthen the ability of institutions to investigate

cases and punish those responsible.

mi§minitiywilmissk sl Cooperation with civil society
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» Ensure that civil society organizations and human rights defenders are able to promote

children’s rights freely.
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» Do not harass, intimidate, retaliate, and do violence against civil society organizations

and human rights defender, so that they can exercise their rights to freedom of expression.
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Everyone Must Know Children’s Rights
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« Strengthen the child rights awareness-raising

programs for children, parents, and the public.
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» Encourage the media to ensure sensitivity to children’s rights, and implement all public

outreach activities in a child-friendly manner and with involvement of children.
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* Include sections about the CRC in trainings for civil servants, police officers, and other

professionals working with and for children.
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Recommendation on the Four General Principles of the CRC
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No Discrimination
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* Regularly monitor, address, and raise awareness on all practices and action on
gender stereotypes, discrimination of all forms, and gaps in access to public services

by children from different backgrounds and identities, particularly girls.
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Gl Best Interests Of The Child
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* Develop, monitor, and evaluate procedures and
performance of professionals to take the child’s

best interests as a primary consideration.
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Respect For Children’s Views
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* Make sure children's voices are heard in all

decisions that may affect them, including any
processes in court.
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* Provide resources to implement the nati’onal guidelines on child participation.
Empower children, in particular children living under harder situations, to participate

meaningfully in the family, community, and schools.
Boissne Senfsgd
Life, Survival, And Development
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» Carry out public campaigns on road _ \ &
safety and accident prevention for children, q ‘; -

parents, and the public in order to strengthen = -

methods to prevent children from getting

into traffic accidents. o
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Recommendation on Civil Rights and Freedoms
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Name And Nationality Identity
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» Register and provide identification for all

children regardless of their backgrounds or

situation, including children born through

surrogacy and stateless children, and prohibit

the practice of informal fees for the issuance.
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Promote awareness on the importance of
birth registration for children, parents,
teachers, communities, authorities at
different levels, and professionals working

with and for children.




a o

SBEesimagemisgem Scivniinndss Seasse:
Sharing Thoughts Freely

BEsimagemiSs SeEuNaRNR
Freedom Of Thought And Religion
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» Guarantee the freedom of expression for all

children at all settings including on social media.

BRsidnmsusnns Semidud
Setting Up Or Joining Groups
. vmestansiansisiphspiasmin)udviiauwmasypvisodasihwnws
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» Provide legal rules that manage the establishment of child-led associations, ensuring that
they safeguard the best interests of children.
- BUBSMS BMIOASAS L UAMIATIUMBUIRASIAY U owmay SPARS
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* Provide resource and encouragement for all children to be able to forms their own

associations and programs and to participate in public gathering.
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Protection Of Privacy

3523 NRNENIRRTESS
Access To Information
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Develop regulations and safeguarding

policies to protect the rights, privacy, and

safety of children in the digital environment.

BNV BAYNPBBENUMANSBURY
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Ensure that the draft laws on access to
information and cybercrime protect children’s
rights to privacy and to access non-harmful
content and materials.
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Enhance the skills for children, parents,

teachers, and social workers to find and

evaluate information online.
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Recommendation on Violence Against Children
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Protection From Violence
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» Change laws that seem to allow the use of
corporal punishment on children, and
prohibit in the law corporal punishment in
all settings, including at home and in

childcare institutions.
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Help parents, professionals working with and for children, and teachers to practice

positive and non-violent parenting and teaching.
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Increase public awareness of the harmful effects of child and forced marriage on children

and early pregnancy.
BesAymoudmasitgivissmiiwvaisidusssmiiBvmado Shisigsus

Take all actions to get rid of these practices, particularly in indigenous, minority, and rural

communities.
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Protection From Sexual Abuse
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 Clearly define the acts of grooming, incest, and
non-physical sexual abuse in related laws.

- BUBSHSHHVURYMOBIOBNCY M5
VIS amM0 SBMIHSIaMINIUAARY
glanmimigmisimsanas§y

» Provide enough resources to build the capacity and functions of the community-based

child protection mechanisms and services.
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» Make sure that acts of child exploitation and abuse are responded to right away and

that the case is well managed.
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Recovery And Reintegration
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» Strengthen and coordinate existing helplines for children into a single, three-digit, and
free 24-hour helpline.
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* Enhance the capacity of helpline staff to handle complaints and provide
child-friendly support.
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Recommendation on Family Environment

and Alternative Care
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Family Guidance As Children Develop
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Keeping Families Together
BEagrsaeagsAfagsmigadigguusinasissl Seanmns
Review Of a Child’s Placement
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» Stop sending children to facilities, and

strengthen options for them to stay with their

own or other families.
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Register and monitor alternative care facilities,

and increase number of social service
workers to support this work.

meRvmitsuisiahng Mg wmw
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Provide education, health care, early

childhood development, and protection

for children in prisons with their
mothers.
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=0 Children Who Are Adopted
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* Investigate and punish people involved in
illegal adoptions and the sale of children

through adoption.
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» Provide support for children and train professionals involved in adoption procedures.

» Promote domestic adoption with clear and safe procedures.
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Recommendation on Children with Disabilities
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Children With Disabilities
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* Make and implement laws and rules that
ensure children with disabilities do not face

discrimination and violence.
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* Improve public awareness on rights of children with disabilities, and provide support for

them, particularly children with psychosocial disabilities and migrant children.
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Recommendation on Health and Welfare
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- Health, Water, Food, Environment
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* Make health services better to a void death
of children under 5 years old, and provide

mental health programs for children in

community, schools, homes, and alternative

care institutions.
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» Provide water and cleaning facilities in all health centers, such as in remote areas.
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* Look into why children do not get enough food and nutrients, and make solutions.
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» Provide sexual education in schools and child-friendly sexual and reproductive health
information and services.
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» Make sure girls can get family planning services, tools to control pregnancy, and safe abortion
care services.
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Life, Survival, And Development
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Protection From Harmful Drugs
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Add a lesson on climate change in environmental
education in the school curriculum.
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Ensure that children’s ideas are taken into
account in making policies, actions, and other

decisions on disaster risk management and
climate change.
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* Make a law that explains at what age people can start drinking alcohol.
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» Provide information about the use of substances like drugs, tobacco, and alcohol, and

provide child-friendly treatment and services that can be reached by children.
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Recommendation on Education,

Leisure, and Cultural Activities
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Access To Education
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Aims Of Education
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* Improve the quality of public and private
education at all levels by ensurring that
education is required and free for all
children for at least 9 years, with a safe

and clean learning environment and enough
resources, facilities, and teachers.
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» Protect and support children with disabilities,
LGBTI children, and children in minority and

indigenous community to get quality education

with skillful teachers.
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Minority Culture, Language, And Religion
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Rest, Play, Culture, Arts
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» Protect the right of children to rest and
leisure, to engage in age appropriate
recreational activities, sports, cultural
life, and the arts, and to have safe

playground spaces.
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Recommendation on Special Protection
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Minority Culture, Language, And Religion
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» Fight discrimination against children in minority or indigenous groups, and make sure
they can get birth registration, identity documents, health care, education, housing,

and other services.
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Protection From Harmful Work
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Protection From Exploition
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» Think about joining an international agreement

for people who work at home, and implement
laws on child labor.
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+ Change the law to ban children from working
in harmful and dangerous types of work.
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Increase skills and knowledge for police
officers, authorities, lawyers, and judges,
and provide support to implement laws

and action plans about child labor.
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Children In Detention
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Make sure children are not detained without

good reason, and make programs for
children living on the streets to meet their

family and receive different types of support.
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== Children Who Break The Law
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Implement ’the law by providing enough resources, building the skills of people working

in the justice system, taking children out of the justice system, and providing services
(like counseling and support for returning to the community).
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Detain children only if all other options have been considered, and detain only for the
shortest possible period of time.
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Make courts and procedures that concentrate only on children, and provide good and free

legal support for all children being blamed for breaking the law.
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Prevention Of Sale And Trafficking
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» Check if the action plan on trafficking is working
well, and implement the plan properly.
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» Provide procedure to identify and refer child survivors from trafficking to child-friendly
services, and investigate and punish all cases of child trafficking using child-friendly

proceedings.
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* Increase awareness raising on laws, and protect children from trafficking in the

communities.
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Disclaimer: This booklet is a child-friendly version of the recommendations provided by
the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child to the Cambodian government in the Concluding
Observations (COBs) issued in June 2022. The English and Khmer content was summarized
and reworded from the COBs, in partnership with children in Cambodia. The Khmer content
was further contextualized for Cambodia and for children based on consultations with them,

but retains the overall meaning as in English.
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